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ABOUT THE BACK-TO-SCHOOL BRIGADE

Back-to-School Brigade® is Operation Homefront’s annual nationwide school supply collection and distribution campaign. 
Operation Homefront and Dollar Tree Inc. have joined forces for the 10th consecutive year to collect and distribute school sup-
plies for military children. Today through August 9, supplies purchased by Dollar Tree customers may be donated to Operation 
Homefront at collection boxes at our designated Dollar Tree Store located at 3101 111th St, #115, Naperville (intersection of 
59 and 111th). 

Naperville Auxiliary Post #3873 volunteers will collect the supplies and have the donated school items in a box at our Post 
(908. Jackson, Naperville) for military families to pick up prior to the beginning of school. So any military family with school 
age children, stop by the VFW Naperville Post and pick up children supplies for your child(ren)! Any questions, contact Kathy 
Thornton at kmrthornton@sbcglobal.net. 

Auxiliary Report by Kathy McNally

These are the dog days of summer.  I always thought of these as days where even our dogs would lie prone and pant!  Here’s 
the real meaning of the phrase:  The ancient Greeks thought of the constellation Canis Major as a dog chasing Lepus, the 
hare.  The star Sirius is the dog’s nose; the Greeks called it the “Dog Star.”  To the Greeks and Romans, the “dog days” 
occurred around the day when Sirius appeared to rise just before the sun, in late July. They referred to these days as the 
hottest time of the year...thus the dog days of summer!

More than just the representatives of hot weather, here at the Post and Auxiliary we refer to them as helpmates to our 
Veterans.  The organization, K9s for Veterans, helps Veterans with Post Traumatic Stress Disorder transition back to civilian 
life once their military service has ended with the help of trained service dogs.  Their mission is to educate the public about 
the plight of Veterans with PTSD and streamline the process for them to get service dogs, so they get the help they need.  The 
lifesaving efforts of K9s for Veterans are doubled by the exclusive use of rescue dogs from kill shelters to train as service 
dogs for our Veterans.  This approach truly epitomizes the question of “who rescued who.”

We as a Post and Auxiliary are helping to raise funds for this noble organization.  We are hosting a Karaoke for K9s evening 
on Saturday, September 8, and  Auxiliary Sister Mary Talerico is coordinating for us.  This is our first fundraiser to support 
the specially trained dogs that help our returning Veterans.  If you are willing to donate or help out on that evening, please 
contact Mary at mtalerico1212@gmail.com.  

We close the dog days discussion with a hearty congratulations to our own Sister Marcy Maughan, who won the coveted 
Frank Stromberg Buddy Poppy Award for her tireless dedication to our Post’s publication.  The Kendall Gram also won first 
place for State at Convention!  Thank you, Editor Marcy, for your devotion to our Veterans and their families through your 
editorial talents.
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Tom Parker was 
awarded his white hat at 
convention!
L-R: Jeff Hastings,Tom 
Parker, Phil Maughan 
and John Smart, a for-
mer CIC.
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Hines Hospital Visits

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee, John Shaw 
would like to remind everyone that the Post visits the 
Hines VA Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  
We will not be going in July and August, but our visits  
resume in September.We leave the post at 6:15 in the 
evening and return at approximately 9:15 PM. Transpor-
tation is provided. Everyone is invited. Why not come 
and spend some quality time with some very apprecia-
tive Veterans?  

Canteen Hours
		  Open		  Close
Mon-Thurs	 3:00 PM		 10:00 PM/Midnight
Friday		  Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Saturday		 Noon		  10:00 PM/2:00 AM
Sunday		  Noon		  5:00 PM/6:00 PM

If at anytime between the first close hour and the second 
close hour listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last call 
and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar, except the Bartend-
ers. This includes any children in the bar!

Remember:  THE BARTENDER IS BOSS!

Submission Policy

The Kendall Gram encourages Post members to submit 
articles and photos. Simply give the article or photo to 
the on-duty bartender. It is important that you put your 
name and phone number on the item in case there are 
any questions. Please ensure that names are legible. Your 
article may be edited for clarity and space consider-
ations. All photos MUST have the following information 
with it: where and why the picture was taken, and who is 
in the picture.  Photographs without captions will not be 
used. Please submit all articles by the tenth of the month 
for next month’s publication.

Kendall-Gram 
Editor		  Marcy Maughan	 357-3440

Post Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 
		          908 Jackson, 			 
	                       Naperville, IL  60540

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers

Commander                       Pablo Araya             312-505-4377
Sr. Vice Commander          Brian Byrne                   901-6758                 
Jr. Vice Commander	 Jose Jimenez	          640-4923     	
Quartermaster		  Phil Maughan      	383-1974
Ass’t Quartermaster	 John Shaw                    961-3479
Ass’t Quartermaster	 Terry Jelinek	         357-5366
Adjutant		         Todd Schuneman       815-791-4178            	
Judge Advocate		  Jeff Martinez	         205-9364
Surgeon			  Bill Howland	         369-0087  
Service Officer		  Mike Barbour	        240-1645
Officer of the Day	 Lou Kueltzo	         898-8760
Guard			   Tom Scott     	  815-577-7748
Chaplain		  Jim Oftedal                  357- 4030

Trustees
1 year			   Bob Bronson                978-2143
2 year			   Lloyd McKee	         922-8804
3 year			   Tom Parker	         280-9347
Committee		  Chairman	      Phone
Americanism		
Blood Drive		  Nina Petru	         871-9596
Buddy Poppy		  Bob Colby	         301-2664
Building			  Mike Rechenmacher    961-1377
Color Guard		  Jim Sarns	         234-6292
Eighth Grade Awards	 Tom Benton	         579-8514
Facilities Manager	 Ken Garhan	         355-2493
Grounds			  Phil Maughan	         357-3440
Honor Guard		  Jim Oftedal	         357-4030
Hospital			  John Shaw	         961-3479
House			   Ron Beata                   717-9007	
			   Bob Colby	         357-8134	
                             	 Scott Holley	  708-287-5590
Membership		  Brian Byrne	          901-6758
Legislative		  Frank Haynes	         357-2906
National Home		  Mike McGrath   	         357-2680
Patriot’s Pen		  Hugh Boger	  317-417-8301
Public Relations		  Mike Barbour	         240-1645
Running Team 		  Rebecca Hirst
Safety			   Mike McGrath   	         357-2680
Scout Liaison		  Todd Schuneman  815-791-4178
Social Media		  Dave Angelus	         596-3245
Voice of Democracy	 Thys Vandervelde 708-927-0317
		

Auxiliary Officers
President		  Kathy McNally	  708-642-5985
Sr Vice President		 Kristen Jungles            816-6841
Junior Vice President	 Lucy Hoy	         854-6627
Treasurer		  Kathy Thornton	        355-6704
Secretary		  Peggy Beata                717-9007
Chaplain		  Berni Budny                717-9471
Guard			   Margaret Linnert	         596-9930      
Conductress		  Bertha Novacyk          998-6186

POST PHONE NUMBER		  420-9820
Website Address: napervfw3873.org
Facebook: Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873



Veterans Of Foreign Wars
Judd Kendall Post 3873
908 Jackson
Naperville, IL  60540

PRESORT STANDARD
US POSTAGE PAID
Downers Grove IL
Permit #477

Attention all Post Members, American Legion Members, Runners, Walkers, and Anyone interested in help-
ing Children!!!!!

On September 16, our Post will hold its  fifth annual Judd-A-Thon – a “grueling” 0.1K Run/Walk. No, that’s not 
a  type-O: 0.1K is about 110 yards, and it’s all we ask of the race participants. All ages are welcome. We’ll have 
a radio station on site broadcasting the event, massage tables set up for post-race muscle re-hab, t-shirts, race 
number bibs, and goodie bags for all participants. Best of all, each runner gets a small oval sticker to put on their 
car window, letting the world know they completed a 0.1K run! We have a Marine Drill Instructor who warms up 
the runners in a scene right out of Full Metal Jacket, followed by the National Anthem and a Lima Lima flyover. 
There are raffles, kids activities and awards. There’s even a costume competition.

This is a fundraiser in which 100% of all net proceeds support the VFW National Home for Children.  For back-
ground, the National Home was founded in 1925 as a place where the families left behind by war could remain 
together, keeping the family circle complete, even when their serviceman did not return home. The National 
Home has evolved over the years to address today’s additional challenges of re-integration, post-traumatic stress, 
unemployment and rehabilitation. The focus, however, remains on the children.

So sign up today at:  napervfw3873.org.  Cost is $20 or $25 day of race. You get a  wonderful experience plus a T 
shirt, a decal, a chance to run the race, and a big THANK YOU for helping the VFW National Home for Children.  
What better way to spend your money is there than helping children?


