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Commander 

Tom Parker 

The past few weeks have been a welcome relief.  It’s finally getting warmer, we’re finally getting more sunny days 

than not, and as I looked out over the yard earlier this week, I actually thought that I’m probably going to have to 

break out the lawn mower soon.  Whether it’s real or just a figment of my imagination, I feel a sense of optimism 

this year that understandably didn’t exist last year.  More and more of the people I’ve been talking to have been 

getting vaccinated, restrictions regarding group gatherings continue to ease, and it seems that there are more 

people out and about than there have been in quite some time.  I hope we continue moving in this direction and 

that we can resume our many events and social activities that usually occur throughout the summer months. 

By the time you read this, we will have just completed our first event of the spring season.  The Post and Auxiliary 

conducted a Ham Raffle to raise additional funds for both organizations.  Many thanks to Auxiliary President    

Kristen Jungles for the idea and for making it a successful event that helped us make up for some of the funds we 

weren’t able to raise through fish fries this year. 

We are already planning our next event, Memorial Day.  There is still much work to do around this special day, 

but we are currently planning to do more this year than we were allowed to do last year.  We are hoping to have 

a shortened “veteran only” parade as a prelude to conducting our memorial services around Naperville.  We are 

also planning to conduct our Memorial Day Poppy Drive as we’ve done in the past.  While our focus will continue 

to be on honoring our fallen brothers and sisters, it will be nice to get back out among members of the      

community, especially those that ardently support veterans and our organization.  Stay tuned for additional      

information on these activities. 

As we turn this corner towards getting back to normal, we still have to exercise a certain degree of caution.  With 

that in mind, we’ll follow guidelines, but we’ll also try to reinstate as many activities as quickly as we can.  Thanks 

to everyone for all you’ve done the past year to support the Post and to help us get through everything.  More 

importantly, thanks for taking care of yourselves and staying safe.  We’re all part of a very unique family and it 

will be nice to see everyone back together again in the near future.  
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Senior Vice Commander 

      Todd Schuneman 

During the March meeting, Wayne Fischer spoke and alluded to the possibility of a memorial commemorating the 50th   

anniversary of the end of the Vietnam War.  His words conjured up the memories that I had as a young man watching    

Marines evacuate the embassy as Saigon fell.  A few years later when I became a Marine, I researched who the last Marine 

to leave Vietnam was and the story of the evacuation. 

 

By the morning of 29 April 1975, it was estimated that approximately 10,000 people had gathered around the American 

Embassy, while 2500 evacuees were in the embassy and consular compounds.  Marines cut down trees and moved vehicles 

to create an LZ in the embassy parking lot behind the Chancery building for the heavier CH-53’s, while the UH-1’s and       

CH-46 Sea Knights would use the rooftop as an LZ.  An additional evacuation point for American civilian and Vietnamese 

evacuees was chosen at the DAO Compound adjacent to Tan Son Nhut Airport. 

 

When the first CH-53’s were sighted heading toward the DAO Compound at Tan Son Nhut, the OIC contacted the Seventh 

Fleet to advise them of his airlift requirements.  Until that time, the fleet believed that all evacuees had been bussed from 

the Embassy to the DAO Compound and that only two helicopters would be required to evacuate the Ambassador and the 

Marines from the Embassy.  

 

At 1700 hours on 29 April, the first CH-46 landed at the Embassy and began evacuations.  Between 1900 and 2100 hours, 

additional Marines were airlifted from the DAO Compound to the Embassy to reinforce the perimeter, bringing the total 

number of Marines at the Embassy to 175.  The evacuation from the DAO Compound was completed by about 1900 hours, 

after which all helicopters were routed to the Embassy.  Operations were to cease at dark, however, with the ability to   

illuminate the LZ, and at the direction of the Oval Office, operations continued throughout the night.   One CH-46 and one 

CH-53 were landing at the Embassy every 10 minutes and by 0215 hours, embassy personnel believed that another 19 lifts 

would complete the evacuation of the remaining 850 non-Americans and 225 Americans, which included the Marines and 

Ambassador Martin.  President Gerald Ford ordered that no more than 19 lifts be allowed to complete the evacuation, but 

within two hours that number, plus some, had been completed. 

 

At 0430 hours with the airlift limit already exceeded, the Marines were ordered to withdraw to the Chancery building 

rooftop LZ for evacuation.  As the Marines moved toward the rooftop, they closed and bolted doors and locked grill gates 

as the crowd outside the embassy broke through the gates and into the compound.  At 0458 hours, Ambassador Martin 

boarded a Marine CH-46 Sea Knight, call-sign “Lady Ace 09,” and was flown to the USS Blue Ridge.  When Lady Ace 09 

transmitted “Tiger is out”, those helicopters still flying, thought the mission was complete.  This miscommunication         

resulted in delaying the evacuation of the remaining Marines from the embassy rooftop.  After an anxious wait, a lone      

CH-46 arrived to evacuate the 11 remaining men of the Marine Security Guard.  While attempting to takeoff from the     

embassy roof, the bird hopped three times which caused MSgt Juan J. Valdez to roll out the open ramp.  He quickly       

clambered back on without any assistance, thus making him the last Marine to leave Vietnam.  The Vietnam War was over. 

 

Marine pilots accumulated 1,054 flight hours and flew 682 sorties throughout Operation Frequent Wind.  They evacuated 

978 U.S. and 1,120 Vietnamese and third-country nationals from the Embassy and 5,000 people from Tan Son Nhut.  As a 

side note, the Post is honored to have as a member, one of the aircrew members involved in this historical operation.  
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This month we remember the 76th anniversary of the last major battle of WWII, and one of the bloodiest.  On Easter     

Sunday 1945, the Navy’s Fifth fleet and more than 180,000 Army and Marine Corps troops attacked the Pacific Island of 

Okinawa for a final push to what was going to be an invasion of mainland Japan.  The attack was designated Operation   

Iceberg. 

 

On the dawn of April 1, morale was low among U.S. troops as they awaited orders to execute what was expected to be a 

“massacre” worse than the landing at Normandy.  But, to everyone’s surprise, the Navy’s bombardment in preparation for 

the landing was almost unnecessary, since little to no resistance was encountered.  On D-Day, U.S. forces quickly took 

Kadena and Yontan airfields and moved inland with wave after wave of tanks, ammunition, supplies, and troops.  U.S.    

military leadership wondered where they would encounter the estimated 130,000 Japanese soldiers, plus an unknown 

number of civilian conscripts, commanded by Lt Gen Mitsuri Ushijima.  Little did they know that Japanese forces had been 

instructed not to fire on U.S. troops but wait and watch, allowing them to set up a massive ambush known as the Shuri  

defense line.  In the days ahead, U.S. troops fought many fierce battles including clashes on Kakazu Ridge, Sugar Loaf Hill, 

Horseshoe Ridge, and Half Moon Hill. Casualties were immense on both sides by the time U.S. troops took Shiri Castle in 

late May.  By then the Japanese were defeated but not yet beaten as they retreated to the southern coast of the island to 

make their last stand. 

 

As the battles raged on land, the Navy’s fleet scored one of its most strategic wins that sealed American victory in the     

Ryukyu atoll.  On April 7, Japan’s battleship Yamato was sent to launch a surprise attack on the Fifth Fleet and 

then annihilate American troops pinned down near the Shuri Line.  Allied submarines spotted the Yamato 

and alerted the fleet who then launched a crippling air attack.  The Yamato was bombarded and sank along 

with most of its crew.  What followed however, squelched this important win, as Kamikaze warfare ensued. 

Suicidal trained pilots flew Japanese aircraft at speeds of 500 mph into the Fifth Fleet, resulting in great  

damage.  By the end of the campaign, the Fifth Fleet suffered 36 sunk ships, 368 damaged ships, 4,900 men 

killed or drowned, 4,800 men wounded, and 763 lost aircraft.  

 

Most Japanese troops and Okinawan citizens mistakenly believed Americans took no prisoners and they ’d be 

killed on the spot if captured.  As a result, countless took their own lives.  About 7,000 Japanese soldiers  

surrendered, but many chose death by suicide.  When faced with the reality of a lost battle, General Ushijima 

and his Chief of Staff, General Cho, committed ritual suicide on June 22, effectively  ending the Battle of     

Okinawa. 

 

Both sides suffered great losses.  There were approximately 49,000 Allied casualties, including 12,520   

Americans.  Even the campaign commander, Army General Buckner, was killed in action on June 18, just days 

before the battle ended.  Japanese losses were much greater with approximately 110,000 Japanese soldiers 

killed and an estimated 150,000 Okinawan citizens dead or missing.  Winning the Battle of Okinawa put Allied 

forces within striking distance of Japan. This April 1, we remember our heroes of WWII, particularly those 

who fought bravely to bring the six-year war to an end.  

Junior Vice Commander 

            Leo Jaime 

http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/japanese-battleship-yamato-is-sunk-by-allied-forces
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/battle-of-okinawa-ends
http://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/battle-of-okinawa-ends
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National Home for Children from Mike McGrath 

 
“April – The Month of the Military Child”  The combat deployments of parents or siblings can result in emotional I 

mpact on and can give military children a lot of worry to carry on their shoulders.  The month of April has been         

designated as “The Month of the Military Child.” 

 

“Purple Up” to show your support.  Please join us in April by wearing the color purple on April 15th as a visible way to 

show your support and to thank our military youth and their families for their selfless service to our country.  Many 

children have had to witness multiple deployments of family members and they are well deserving of our thanks. 

 

Recognizing and saluting military children at school and at sporting events can also be a great way to show our          

appreciation.  As we go through these difficult times, let us not forget our military families.  The National Home has 

been supporting military families since 1925 and receives no government funding.  We are grateful to our Post, our 

Auxiliary, and to our community for the generous support we continue to receive.  Thank you all! 

 

And don’t forget the National Home for Children Hotline.  The number is (800) 313-4200.  Could this help someone you 

know?  

Post Plant Sale by Marcy Maughan 

 
The Post will be holding its annual flower sale again this year and there is still time to place your order.  The order form 

is included in this edition of the Kendall-Gram and pictures of the different plants that will be offered are available at 

the Post website under the Plant Sale tab.  There are some new plants this year like Meezos trailing red, as well as   

favorites such as geraniums and gorgeous hanging baskets, all at very reasonable prices. 

  

By purchasing from our wide assortment not only are you getting gorgeous, hardy flowers, but you are helping the 

VFW.  Most of the income for the VFW comes from hall rentals.  Now with the pandemic, the rentals are few and far 

between, but the expenses are still there.  The flower sale provides needed income to help keep the Post solvent.  So, 

when planning for your spring landscaping needs, plan to order through the Post Plant Sale and be generous with your 

order. 

  

Order forms must be returned by April 26, 2021 and checks should be made out to “VFW Post 3873.”   You can either 

drop your order form off at the Post or mail it to the Post (908 Jackson, Naperville IL 60540).  Plant pickup will be on 

Friday May 7th, from 1:00 – 6:00 pm.  If you have any questions, call me at (630) 357-3440 or email me at                     

marcymaughan@wowway.com.   

  

Additionally, we will need help on the day of pickup.  We hope to have two shifts.  One shift will be needed in the 

morning at 7:00 am to help unload the truck, separate the flowers, and help put orders together.  The second shift will 

start at 12:30 pm to help people find their orders and load their cars.  You can choose to help in the morning, in the 

afternoon, or all day.  Please e-mail me or call me to let me know if you can help.  Because we greatly appreciate any 

help we can get during the day, feel free to just stop by to help out anytime during the day.  Thanks to those that have 

already volunteered and for all that offered to help with the data entry position, especially my new partner, Marsha 

Daudelin.  Keep the orders coming and we’ll see you on May 7th. 

mailto:marcymaughan@wowway.com
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Here is some information you might find useful: 

1. COVID-19 - Hines VA is now offering vaccines to veterans of all ages.  To date, about 35% of the enrollees have been 
vaccinated.  Also, some CBOC's are now offering the vaccine.  Call the Central COVID-19 Scheduling number

((708) 202-2027 or (708) 202-7000) to make an appointment.  Keep in mind that you must be enrolled in the VA 
Healthcare program to be eligible to get the vaccine.

2. Hines Out Reach - As a reminder, the Hines Outreach Team is now back in operation the first Tuesday of every 
month from 10 am to 2 pm.  If you need help enrolling in VA health care, the Hines team can make it happen.  Also, a 
representative from the State VFW Service Office department will be on hand to answer questions regarding benefits 
and claim applications.

3. Planning your legacy - The VA offers a Survivors and Burial Benefits Kit to assist veterans and their families with pre-

need planning.  The kit includes a section to guide you through possible end-of-life and survivors’ benefits eligibility.  It 

also makes it easy to keep your personal information all in one place for you and your loved ones.  Here is the link to 

get started:  Learn what VA benefits are offered and how to apply for them.

4. Abraham Lincoln Cemetery - There is a very large infrastructure project that as currently planned, will very 
negatively impact the cemetery.  Specifically, this project proposes to elevate Walter Strawn Drive to a bridge which 
will bring semi-trucks and all sorts of traffic within sight and sound of the second largest National Cemetery in the 
country.  The increase in traffic is predicted to add 5,000 more semi-trucks per day, which is an additional truck every 
15 seconds.  There are many other viable options available for this project.  Please feel free to send a message to the 
Governor to voice your concern.  Here is the link:  https://www.stopnorthpoint.com/government/tell-the-il-governor-
how-we-feel/  If you would care to sign a petition, here is the link:   https://www.change.org/p/governor-j-b-pritzker-
save-our-veteran-cemetery-and-national-prairie-from-trucks-and-warehouses?
utm_content=cl_sharecopy_27568570_en-US%
3A4&recruiter=9876879&recruited_by_id=0837b060-97f1-11e8-8c57-874376999bbd&utm_source=share_petition&ut
m_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=psf_combo_share_abi&utm_ter m=petition_dashboard

5  OSOT Golf Outing - Operation Support our Troops is sponsoring a golf outing at the Zigfield Troy Golf Course in 

Woodridge.  The event will be on May 15th.  If you have any interest and missed the email blast on this let me know 

and I will give you the information. 

As  always, if you have questions or need assistance, please feel free to give me a call or send an e-mail.  I am retired 

and have plenty of time to help out. 

Service Officer Updates 

      Dennis Lukavsky 

https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=1a7dacd124&e=3b897b24c6
https://www.stopnorthpoint.com/government/tell-the-il-governor-how-we-feel/
https://www.stopnorthpoint.com/government/tell-the-il-governor-how-we-feel/
https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=f3cb310649&e=3b897b24c6
https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=f3cb310649&e=3b897b24c6
https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=f3cb310649&e=3b897b24c6
https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=f3cb310649&e=3b897b24c6
https://napervfw3873.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9cb049750e08988fb341aae79&id=f3cb310649&e=3b897b24c6
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Dates to Remember 

Apr 6 – Hines Outreach Team Visit, 10:00 am - 2:00 pm  Apr 15 – Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00 pm  

Apr 8 – VFW Meeting, 7:00 pm      Apr 17 – Legion Dinner, 6:00 pm  

 

  

* As events resume, please continue to observe all required mask and social distancing requirements.  Please       
confirm events are occurring before arriving. 

 

 
VFW Auxiliary Fundraiser 

A No-Experience-Required Art Class 

with Step by Step Instructions 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 at 3:00 pm 

$39 per painter 

Participants must pre-register online at 

        https://www.pinotspalette.com/naperville/event/532627 
 

For additional information, contact Kathy Thornton at (630) 667-6704 

The North Central College Campus Safety Office 

recently conducted an internal fundraiser to   

benefit the Post.  In this photo, Campus Safety 

Officer Kate Potratz presents these funds to Post 

Commander Tom Parker and Post Quartermaster 

Phil Maughan.  Many thanks to the Safety Officers 

and employees of the Campus Safety Office for 

their generous donation. 

https://www.pinotspalette.com/naperville/event/532627
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Hines Hospital Visits 

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee would like to 
remind everyone that the Post visits the Hines VA  
Hospital every second Tuesday of the month.  Visits 
are not made in July and August.  We leave the Post at 
6:15 p.m. and return at approximately 9:15 p.m.  
Transportation is provided.  Everyone is invited to 
attend, so why not come out to spend quality time 
with some very appreciative veterans? 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Sr. Vice Commander Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Jr. Vice Commander Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 961-3479 

Ass’t Quartermaster Paul Quinn  (312) 340-4424 

Adjutant   Josh Kramer  (440) 864-6988 

Judge Advocate  Lawrence Goss  (630) 728-9641 

Surgeon   Bill Howland  (630) 369-0087 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

1-Year Trustee  Lloyd McKee  (630) 922-8804 

2-Year Trustee  Bob Bronson  (630) 886-9102 

3-Year Trustee  Craig Frier   
 

Committees 

Americanism  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building   Mike Rechenmacher (630) 961-1377 

Color Guard  Jim Sarns  (630) 234-6292 

Communications  Nina Petru  (630) 871-9596 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 961-3479 

House   Ron Beata  (630) 717-9007 

House   Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

Membership  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Dave Angelus  (630) 596-3245 

Voice of Democracy Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Kristen Jungles  (630) 816-6841 

Sr. Vice President  Bernadette Budny (630) 717-9471 

Jr. Vice President  Darlene Kwarta   

Treasurer  Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138 

Secretary  Nancy Marinello  (630) 464-3696 

Chaplain   Tita McLaughlin   

Guard   Carol Gloor   

Conductress  Marti Linnert  (630) 857-9707 

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early 
due to low patronage.  The bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy 

Post members are encouraged to submit articles and 
photos.  Give the article and/or your photo to the on-
duty bartender.  It is important to put your name and 
phone number on the item in case there are any   
questions.  All photos MUST include where and why it 
was taken and the names of those in the picture.   
Photos without captions will not be used.  Please    
submit all articles by the 10th of the month.  Items 
submitted after the 10th will be considered for the 
following month. 

 

Kendall-Gram Editor:   Tom Parker  
              (630) 280-9347 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 



VFW Plant Sale, 2021 Name_______________________________________

Orders are due April 26; Pickup on May 7 from 1 - 6 PM

Note:  The VFW is not responsible for any plants not picked up by 6 PM on May 7.

Hanging Baskets $15.00 Flats of 48 plants $15.00 Geraniums 4.5" pot $4.00 ea

Ageratum red

Alyssum dk pink

Bacopa white white lt pink

Begonia Tuberous mixed violet

orange Begonia Green Leaf white

red pink Total Geraniums 

yellow red Total $ amount

white white

Begonia Dragon Wing Begonia Red Foliage

red red

pink mixed Geraniums 6" $6.75 ea

Begonia Minstral Cleome red

Bridal Veil Dianthus pink

Calibrochia   pink+A14:C33blue Impatiens white

orange orange Total 6" geraniums

purple lt pink Total $ amount

yellow dk pink

Geranium red

pink lt mixed

red dk mixed Specialty Plants 3.5"  $3.00ea

Geranium Ivy Marigold Short English Ivy

red bicolor Spikes

Geranium Combo yellow Vinca Vine

red Marigold Tall Total for 3.5" plants

Euphorbia gold Total $ amount

Fushia yellow

Fern, Boston Petunia

Impatience Bounce deep blue

New Guinea Impatiens red Specialty Grasses $7.00 ea

red white Vertigo

pink patriotic mx Purple Fountain

white Portulaca Fireworks

purple Salvia Cyperus,Prince Tut

Petunia blue red tall Toffee Twist

red victoria blue Skyrocket

pink Snapdragons

Sunpatiens short mix Total grasses

red tall mix Total $ amount

rose

white

Wandering Jew Total Flats

Total Dollar Amount

Total Hanging Baskets

Total $ amount First Page  $ amount



VFW Plant Sale Page 2

Orders are Due April 26, Pickup is May 7, 1-6 PM

VFW is NOT responsible for orders not picked up by 6 PM

4.5" pots $4.00 ea

Angelonia Veggies @ $3.00 ea Herbs @3.00  ea

Bacopa white basil

blue Cucumber  oregeno

Begonia Dragon Wing Peppers parsley curly leaf

Begonia Minstral  red bell rosemary

Bidens jalapeno

Calibrochia Tomato Total # of herbs

pink cherry Total $ amount

blue big beef

purple sauce type

red better boy

white Zucchini

Cleome

Coleus Kong Total Veggies 

Coleus Sun Total $ amount Side two plant totals

Dahlia Side two $ amount

Euphorbia Diamond Dust

Gerbera Daisy

Isotoma Laurentia

Lantana

Mezzo, trailing Red Total plants side 1

New Guinea Impatiens Total plants side 2

white

red

Ruellia Machu Morado Total $ amount side 1

Osteospermum Daisy Total $ amount side 2

Sedum lemon coral Total $ for both sides

Setcresea

Strobilanthus

Supertunia red

black cherry Name

blue skies

giant pink Phone Number

Limoncello

Sweet Potato All orders Must be received by April 26, Pick up is May 7

lime Orders can be dropped off or mailed with your check to

blackie

Verbena Superbens VFW Flower Sale

Wandering Jew 908 W Jackson

Wave Petunia Naperville, IL  60540

pink Checks should be made payabe to the VFW

blue

red

Zinnia For questions or information, call Marcy Maughan, 630.357.3440

or by email at marcymaughan@wowway.com

Total 4.5" plants

Total $ amount



Veterans of Foreign Wars   
Judd Kendall Post 3873   
908 W. Jackson   
Naperville, IL 60540   
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