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We are well into Lent, and between the cooperating weather, the strong volunteer force, Belgio's 
tasty morsels, and the adroit steerage of Tom Parker, the numbers are leaning towards a banner 
year.  At the first Fish Fry, we had the honor of hosting some members of the Hines Blind Veteran 
Rehab Unit.  Among them was Jack Collins.  Jack pulled me aside during the dinner and asked me if I 
wanted to hear a poem that he wrote.  I told him I did, and he recited "Hats Off."  It was a wonderful 
piece, dedicated to all veterans.  I gave him the microphone and had him recite it to the entire hall.  
By the time he finished, there was complete silence, then a thunderous applause.  Thanks to Jack 
and thank you all for your support and attendance.  Jack's poem can be found in its entirety in this 
month's Kendall-Gram. 
 
A few weeks ago, the Post hosted US Congressman Bill Foster (11th District) and 16 local high school 
students who were nominated as incoming freshman at one of the five U.S. service academies     
beginning this summer.  It was great to share in their enthusiasm, in what will no doubt be a          
tremendous educational and life changing experience for all of them.  Meeting these young patriots, 
I am convinced, once again, despite the gloom and doom we hear daily from the talking heads, that 
our country is in good hands. 
 
Lastly, Memorial Day is just around the corner.  I invite every veteran reading this newsletter to 
come out and march with us at Naperville's Memorial Day Parade.  As many of you know, we have a 
special relationship with the Naperville community, and I don't think there is a better time to          
experience that unique bond than on Memorial Day.  Hope to see you all there.  
 

 
Fly Navy!  
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Senior Vice Commander 

 Brian Byrne 

Currently, the Post is at 97.13% to our goal this year for membership.  For our annual members, thank you for your 
continued membership and please be sure to renew again this year.  Also, consider upgrading to become a Life 
Member.  The Post provides several different options for facilitating this change and we’d be happy to discuss each 
of these options with you.  

Thanks to all for continuing to seek out fellow veterans and to tell them about our Post and what we do throughout 
the year.  Many appreciate being approached by another veteran and being able to share stories about their      
service.  As you talk with these folks, ask them if they’d be interested in joining the Post.  While they like what we 
do, some may not consider joining until we ask them to become a part of our organization.  

Mother Nature and Father Time cannot always agree as to the moment they will bless us with the warmth of the 
sun that often fills us with the optimism of rebirth.  The flora and fauna are beginning to emerge from their wintry 
slumber, which reminds me of a sonnet by William Shakespeare. 
 
 From you have I been absent in the spring, 
 When proud-pied April, dressed in all his trim, 
 Hath put a spirit of youth in everything, 
 That heavy Saturn laughed and leaped with him. 
 Yet nor the lays of birds, nor the sweet smell 
 Of different flowers in odour and in hue 
 Could make me any summer's story tell, 
 Or from their proud lap pluck them where they grew. 
 
 Nor did I wonder at the lily's white, 
 Nor praise the deep vermilion in the rose; 
 They were but sweet, but figures of delight 
 Drawn after you, you pattern of all those. 
 Yet seemed it winter still, and you away, 
 As with your shadow I with these did play.  
 
This time of year we are so ready to hang up the heavy coats and pack away our winter boots.  We are ready to 
enjoy the outdoors and the warmer weather.  We are ready to grab some natural Vitamin D!  Take time to look 
around and absorb all the beauty of spring.  Even the daffodils look happy with their yellow trumpets making a 
grand announcement that spring is almost here!  Spring is the perfect time to take inventory of our home and our 
lives.  It might inspire you to clean your closet, scrub the baseboards, or ponder life re-evaluation.  While             
considering these things, think about making this the year you get more involved with the many things we do at 
the Post and in the community.  Join us for Memorial Day, Veterans Day, or any of our other events.  Happy Spring!  
 

Junior Vice Commander 

      Todd Schuneman 
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Auxiliary Report from President Kathy McNally 

 
April showers bring May flowers, but what do March showers bring?   Hopefully this month will give way to a        
wonderous spring!   And with that, a beautiful Easter.   Get the kiddies ready for our annual Easter Egg Hunt,           
Saturday, April 20th, at 11:00 am at the Post (downstairs).   Please RSVP to me at kathymcnally@wowway.com or 
(708) 642-5986 with your child's name and age.   We'll have goodies for all. 
 
Our Friday Fish Fries are in full swing!   Have we seen you there?   We serve each Friday, including Good Friday.   Best 
deal in town!   Come to the Post to join your Post and Auxiliary friends as well as other Napervillians.   We can always 
use helpers for cleanup, too. 
 
Are you interested in getting more involved in the Auxiliary?   We will have elections soon for officer positions, and 
there is always an opportunity to lead or join a committee.   What better way to get to know your Auxiliary Brothers 
and Sisters while serving our beloved Veterans?   Reach out to any one of us if you're interested. 
 
And a special note.  The National President of the VFW Auxiliary, Sandi  Kriebel, is scheduled to join our State officers 
for dinner at our Post on Friday, April 5th.  Perhaps she’s heard about our wonderful Fish Fries!  Come join us for   
dinner that evening around 5:00 pm to meet these key leaders and to hear National President Kriebel’s remarks. 
 
I join our Commander in wishing you and your family a very Happy and Blessed Easter! 
 

Fish Fry Update 

Our Fish Fries are in full swing and we have been having near record turn outs each week.  A very big thank you to all 
the Post members, Auxiliary members, and youth organizations that have been attending each week to help with set-
up and assistance.  We have three more events this month and will continue to need help.  Please come out to help on 
any of the remaining Friday evenings, especially on your branch night.  

 

 

 

 

 

April 5th - Navy/Coast Guard night 

April 12th - Air Force night 

April 19 - USMC night 

mailto:kathymcnally@wowway.com
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Veteran of the Month 

Name:  Marvin Haines, Jr. 

Rank:  SSgt/E-6 

Current Age:  57 

Branch of Service:  USMC 

Total Years Served:  20 

Job/Specialty:  Field Radio Chief, CMS Custodian, Career Planner 

Places Served:  MCRD San Diego; 1st Marine Division, 1st FSSG,                                                                                             

MCAS 3rd Marine Aircraft Wing, MSSG-13 Camp Pendleton, CA;                                                                                                

3rd Marine Division and 3d FSSG Okinawa (3 tours); Camp Fuji, Japan;                                                                                   

MCAS 2d LAAM Battalion, Yuma, AZ; 1st Battalion, 12 Marines, Kaneohe Bay, HI; Operations Desert Shield and Desert 

Storm, Saudi Arabia and Kuwait; Operation United Shield, Somalia during a 6 month WestPac on ship  

Fondest Memory While Serving:  6 month WestPac, making several port visits to include Hong Kong, Singapore,     

Bahrain, and Australia. 

Favorite Quotes:  “Make it happen” and “Go pound sand.” 

 

 

 

Dates to Remember 

 

Apr 2 – Hines Outreach Team, 9:00 am - 1:30 pm  Apr 14 – Band of Brothers and Sisters Breakfast, 9:00 am 

Apr 3 – Yoga for Veterans, 9:30 am    Apr 17 – Yoga for Veterans, 9:30 am 

Apr 3 – Auxiliary visit to Mill Street, 2:00 pm   Apr 18 – Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00 pm 

Apr 5 – Fish Fry, 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm    Apr 19 – Last Fish Fry, 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm 

Apr 6 – Visit Vets at Monarch Landing, 10:00 am   Apr 20 – Visit with Vets at Independence Village, 10:00 am 

Apr 9 – Hines Hospital Visit, 6:15 pm    Apr 20 – Easter Egg Hunt, 11:00 am 

Apr 10 – Yoga for Veterans, 9:30 am    Apr 20 – Legion Dinner, 6:00 pm 

Apr 11 – VFW Meeting, 7:00 pm     Apr 24 – Yoga for Veterans, 9:30 am 

Apr 12 – Fish Fry, 4:30 pm - 7:30 pm    Apr 27 – Visit with Vets at Tabor Hills, 10:00 am 

Apr 13 – Visit with Vets at Brookdale, 10:00 am    
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BE A WINNER !!!   DONATE NOW !!!! 

Saturday, May 4th from 0730 – 1330      

You can call LifeSource at 1.888.427.4836 or log onto www.lifesource.org to schedule your appointment.  

Of course, the easiest way is to just walk in.  

If you cannot make it to the drive, you can also donate at the Naperville Donor Center, which is located at 2702 Aurora 
Ave. (just down the street from Menard’s). 

By using Code 073C, the post will receive credit for your donation. 

38,000 Blood Donations are needed each day. . . .See you there! 

2019 Plant Sale 
 
There are only a few weeks left to order flowers/plants through the Post’s annual plant sale.  The Plant Sale Order 
Form is included in this edition of the Kendall-Gram or you can pick up a copy at the Post.   All proceeds from this 
sale are used to fund the enhancement and beautification of the Post grounds, so please consider ordering a few (or 
a lot) of the plants listed on the order form.  Orders must be submitted by April 15th and can be dropped off in the 
Post. 

Volunteers Needed !!!!! 
 
Yes, that is correct.  As in years past, we need approximately 20 volunteers to help at the DuPage Veterans         

Foundation Fundraiser that is being held on Saturday, May 4th at the DuPage Airport.  All proceeds will go to support 

Honor Flight Chicago to fly our WWII, Korean Era, and Vietnam Era veterans to Washington, D.C. to be honored for 

their special day. 

 

If you can help, please contact Wayne Fischer by e-mail at wayne.l.fischer@gmail.com or by calling  (630) 240-8868.   

Please plan to be there no later than 10:00 am so you can be assigned a specific job that will help the event run  

efficiently.  Based on the donations from VFW Post 3873 and American Legion Post 43, we will have meal tickets for
everyone.   This year promises to be even better than years past and volunteers make it all work smoothly.  

Can’t Find Your DD-214? 
 
All veterans are encouraged to have a copy of their DD-214 and to have it stored in a location that they and/or their 

family can easily retrieve it.  If you are unable to locate your DD-214, it is now easier than ever to obtain a copy of it.  

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided the following websites for veterans to gain access to their 

DD-214. 

http://vetrecs.archives.gov/  or  http://www.archives.gov/veterans/military-service-records/ 

With the number of veteran benefits and programs available to military veterans, it is often necessary to provide proof 

of military service.  This important document can make that process much easier for veterans and their families. 

http://www.lifesource.org
mailto:wayne.l.fischer@gmail.com
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Poem By Veteran Jack Collins 

 

As Commander Araya stated in his column, veterans from the Hines Hospital Blind Rehabilitation Unit joined us for 
dinner at our first Fish Fry on March 1st.  Jack Collins recited this poem to all in attendance during his visit. 

 
  Hats Off 
Hats off to the Vets that served with pride 

The ones that came home and the ones that died 

They answered the call to keep us free 

They fought on land and they fought at sea 

Over the seas they did fly 

On foreign land they ruled the sky 

They answered the call for the cause 

Never to stop nor to pause 

They did their job and did it well 

Some have stories never to tell 

So, hats off to the Vets who made us free 

So, we could become a big family  
                    Commander Araya with Jack Collins 

Quilts of Valor Presentation 

 

Post members Mike McGrath and Phil Maughan were presented with Quilts of Valor on February 14th at the 

Post.   Mike McGrath, current President of the Board of Trustees of the National Home for Children,  served in the   

Infantry with the Army’s 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam.   Past Illinois State Commander Phil Maughan served with 

the Army’s 82nd Airborne Division in Vietnam, where he earned the Bronze Star. 
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Memorial Day Parade Vehicles 

 

Again, this year, the Memorial Day Parade Committee is planning to have vehicles available for veterans to ride in 

during the parade.  These vehicles are made available to veterans who would like to participate in the parade, but 

are unable to walk the parade route.  Veterans wishing to ride in a vehicle during this year’s Memorial Day Parade 

are asked to contact Tom Parker at (630) 280-9347 or  tomparker60@gmail.com.  Please provide your name, your 

branch of service, the conflict in which you served (i.e. WWII, Korea, etc.), and a phone number where you can be 

reached.  If you have ridden with a specific driver in the past, please include that information.  All efforts will be 

made to accommodate requests to ride in vehicles, based on their availability.  Veterans needing a ride who do not 

pre-register for a vehicle will be invited to ride in the Veteran Trolley on the day of the parade.  

Buddy Poppy Days 

 

As Memorial Day approaches, it is time to start planning for Buddy Poppy Days.  This annual fund raiser is one of our 
largest and its success depends on the participation of members of Post 3873 and our Auxiliary, as well as families and 
friends.  Each year we spend several days soliciting donations outside businesses throughout the City.  Volunteers 
spend two hours per shift interacting with the public, educating them about Poppy Days, and soliciting donations in 
support of Naperville veterans. 
 
This year, we will begin distributing poppies on Wednesday, May 22nd and will do so through Monday, May 27th.  As in 
the past, sign-up sheets will be posted on the north wall of the canteen.  Each entry on the sign-up sheet represents a 
two-hour slot on a specific day in front of a specific business.  In addition to these paper sign-up sheets, we will again 
be using an online sign-up sheet.  With this option, you can easily sign-up for a slot from anywhere you have an         
internet connection.  To try it out, go to  https://www.volunteersignup.org/F4MDW and scroll through the list of      
locations, days, and times.  The “open” column shows how many people are needed for that slot.  We will try to have 
two people per shift at the train stations and big grocery stores, and one person per shift everywhere else.  When 
signing up, we need your name, telephone number, and e-mail address.  Most communication to volunteers will be via       
e-mail.  The link to the online sign-up sheet will also be available on our Post website and a quick demonstration of how 
to sign-up online will be shown at the April VFW and Auxiliary meetings. 
 
The online sign-up sheet is available now.  Paper sign-up sheets will be posted in the canteen at the beginning of April.  
Please stop by the Post or go online to sign-up for one or more slots.  Obviously, the more volunteers we have and the 
more locations we cover, the better our chances for obtaining the greatest amount of donations.  Donations that will 
be used exclusively to help our fellow veterans. 
 
In next month’s Kendall-Gram, we will provide information on how to best prepare for and work your shift, what to do 
after your shift, and tips to make your shift more rewarding.  In the meantime, if you have any questions related to 
Poppy Days, please contact one of the Poppy Committee chairs – Bob Colby, Nancy Marinello, and Julie Berkowicz. 

Memorial Day 2019 
 

In observance of Memorial Day, Post members will again be participating in memorial services and the Memorial Day 
Parade on Monday, May 27th.  There will also be a variety of activities during the week leading up to Memorial Day.  If 
you have not participated in these events in the past, please plan to join us this year.  Our Memorial Day activities are 
some of the most rewarding and the support from the Naperville community is overwhelming.  If you have participated 
in the past, we look forward to seeing you again this year.  Specific details about our Memorial Day activities this year 
will be posted in the May Kendall-Gram. 

mailto:tomparker60@gmail.com
https://www.volunteersignup.org/F4MDW
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Fish Fry 
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Hines Hospital Visits 

The Chairman of the Hospital Committee would like to 
remind everyone that the Post visits the Hines VA Hos-
pital every second Tuesday of the month.  Visits are 
not made in July and August.  We leave the Post at 
6:15 p.m.  and return at approximately 9:15 p.m.  
Transportation is provided.  Everyone is invited to 
attend, so why not come out to spend quality time 
with some very appreciative Veterans? 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Pablo Araya  (312) 505-4377 

Sr. Vice Commander Brian Byrne  (630) 901-6758 

Jr. Vice Commander Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 961-3479 

Ass’t Quartermaster  

Adjutant   Marvin Haines, Jr. (312) 780-9610 

Judge Advocate  Jeff Martinez  (630) 205-9364 

Surgeon   Bill Howland  (630) 369-0087 

Service Officer  Mike Barbour  (630) 240-1645 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Tom Scott  (815) 577-7748 

Chaplain   Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

1-Year Trustee  Bob Bronson  (630) 978-2143 

2-Year Trustee  Lloyd McKee  (630) 922-8804 

3-Year Trustee  Tom Parker  (630) 280-9347 
 

Committees 

Americanism 

Blood Drive  Nina Petru  (630) 871-9596 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building   Mike Rechenmacher (630) 961-1377 

Color Guard  Jim Sarns  (630) 234-6292 

Eighth Grade Awards Tom Benton  (630) 579-8514 

Facilities Manager  

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 961-3479 

House   Ron Beata  (630) 717-9007 

House   Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

House   Scott Holley  (708) 287-5590 

Membership  Brian Byrne  (630) 901-6758 

Legislative  Frank Haynes  (630) 357-2906 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Hugh Boger  (317) 417-8301 

Public Relations  Mike Barbour  (630) 240-1645 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Scout Liaison  Todd Schuneman  (815) 791-4178 

Social Media  Dave Angelus  (630) 596-3245 

Voice of Democracy Thys Vandervelde (708) 927-0317 
 

Auxiliary Officers 

 

President  Kathy McNally  (708) 642-5986 

Sr. Vice President  Kristen Jungles  (630) 816-6841 

Jr. Vice President  Lucy Hoy  (630) 854-6627 

Treasurer  Kathy Thornton  (630) 355-6704 

Secretary  Peggy Beata  (630) 717-9007 

Chaplain   Berni Budny  (630) 717-9471 

Guard   Margaret Linnert  (630) 596-9930 

Conductress  Bertha Novacyk  (630) 998-6186 

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 3:00 p.m. 10:00 pm/Midnight 

Fri—Sat  Noon  10:00 pm/2:00 am 

Sunday  Noon  5:00 pm/6:00 pm 

 

If at any time between the first close hour and the 
second, listed above, there are no more than four cus-
tomers in the Canteen, the bartender will give a last 
call and close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

 

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

 

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy 

Post members are encouraged to submit articles and 
photos.  Give the article and/or your photo to the on-
duty bartender.  It is important to put your name and 
phone number on the item in case there are any ques-
tions.  All photos MUST include where and why it was 
taken and the names of those in the picture.  Photos 
without captions will not be used.  Please submit all 
articles by the 10th of the month.  Items submitted 
after the 10th will be considered for the following 
month. 

 

Kendall-Gram Editor:   Tom Parker  
              (630) 280-9347 

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

 

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
 

Website Address:   napervfw3873.org 
 

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

 

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 



VFW Plant Sale, 2018

Orders are due April 15; Pickup on May 14 from 1 - 6 PM

Note:  The VFW is not responsible for any plants not picked up by 6 PM on May 14.

Hanging Baskets $14.50 Flats of 48 plants $14.00 Geraniums 4.5" pot $3.50 ea

Begonia Tuberous Ageratum red

orange Alyssum dk pink

red white lt pink

yellow mixed violet

white Begonia Green Leaf white

Begonia Dragon Wing pink Total Geraniums 

red red Total $ amount

pink white

Calibrochia   pink+A14:C33blue Begonia red foliage

orange red

purple mixed Geraniums 6" $6.25 ea

yellow Dianthus red

Geranium Impatiens pink

pink orange white

red lt pink Total 6" geraniums

Geranium Ivy dk pink Total $ amount

red red

Geranium Combo lt mixed

red dk mixed

Euphorbia Marigold short Specialty Plants 3.5"  $2.50 ea

Fushia bicolor English Ivy

Impatience Bounce yellow Spikes

New Guinea Impatiens Marigold tall Vinca Vine

red gold Total for 3.5" plants

pink yellow Total $ amount

white

Supertunia

red Petunia

purple deep blue Specialty Grasses $6.50 ea

pink red Vertigo

white white Purple Fountain

Wandering Jew patriotic mx Fireworks

orange Red Bunny Tails

Portulaca Toffee Twist

Salvia Total grasses

red tall Total $ amount

Total Hanging Baskets victoria blue

Total $ amount Sanpdragons

short mix

tall mix

Total Flats

Total Dollar Amount

First Page  $ amount



VFW Plant Sale Page 2

Orders are Due April 15, Pickup is May 14, 1-6 PM

VFW is NOT responsible for orders not picked up by 6 PM

4.5" pots $3.50 ea Veggies @ 2.75 ea Herbs

Angelonia Butternut Squash basil

Bacopa white Cucumber marjoram

blue Egg Plant oregeno

Begonia Dragon Wing Peppers parsley curly leaf

Begonia Big bell rosemary

Bidens jalapeno sage

Calibrochia thyme

blue Tomato

purple cherry Total # of herbs

red big beef Total $ amount

Coleus Kong sauce type

Coleus Sun better boy

Dahlia Zucchini Side two plant totals

Dichondria Silver Falls Side two $ amount

Euphorbia Diamond Dust Total Veggies at $2.75 ea

Gerbera Daisy Total $ amount

Lantana

Licorice Lime Total plants side 1

New Guinea Impatiens Total plants side 2

white

red Total $ amount side 1

Osteospermum Daisy Total $ amount side 2

Phlox Intensia Total $ for both sides

Setcresea

Strobilanthus Name

Supertunia red

puple Phone Number

blue

pink All orders Must be received by April 15, Pick up is May 14

Sweet Potato Orders can be dropped off or mailed with your check to

  lime

blackie VFW Flower Sale

Verbena superbens 908 W Jackson

Wandering Jew Naperville, IL  60540

Wave Petunia Checks should be made payabe to the VFW

pink

blue

red

Zinnia

Total 4.5" plants

Total $ amount

For questions or information, call Marcy Maughan, 630.357.3440

or by email at marcymaughan@wowway.com
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