
 

September was another busy month for Post 3873, filled with advocacy, remembrance, service, and some 
incredible examples of what we can accomplish when we work together. 

I had the opportunity to return to Washington, DC, to advocate for the VFW’s National Legislative Priority 
Goals on Capitol Hill. These trips are an important reminder that our responsibility to veterans extends far 
beyond our Post walls. Our voices matter, and continuing to advocate for veterans, service members, and their 
families remains an important part of our VFW mission. 

Closer to home, this year’s Judd-A-Thon was outstanding and resulted in an incredible $26,000 donation to 
the VFW National Home. A huge thank you to Jennifer Slown for leading the charge and making this event 
such a success. Jennifer also represented our Post at Illinois Day at the National Home [see page XX]and 
presented the check on our behalf. Thank you, Jennifer, and thank you to everyone who supported this effort! 

September 11 was a powerful day of remembrance throughout Naperville. Many of our Post members 
participated in the Naperville Responds for Veterans 6 a.m. Ruck and Bell Tower Climb. Our combined VFW 
Post 3873 and American Legion Post 43 Color Guard and Honor Guard also participated in 9/11 ceremonies 
before being shuttled to North Central College for the NNHS/NCHS Crosstown Classic. 

A special thank you to both high schools for recognizing VFW Post 3873 and American Legion Post 43 
during their Salute to Service honoring our local veterans and first responders. It was wonderful to see our 
community come together in remembrance and appreciation. 

Thank you as well to everyone who participated in, volunteered at, sponsored, or otherwise supported our 
September 8 Golf Outing. These events succeed because of you. 

I also have a personal call to action. On May 1, 2027, we will host a unique suicide awareness and Day of 
Service event: 

BREAKING THE SILENCE: Creating Resilience Through Art, Music and Voice 

This event will have a strong art therapy focus, and we are working toward having pieces displayed at a 
local gallery. I am looking for volunteers who would like to help with planning and execution. Please email me 
if you would like to be involved. Watch our social media and TicketSource link for updates as this special event 
develops. 

And save the date! Our annual Turkey Raffle is November 21! 

Finally, please keep doing your Buddy Checks. We all need someone to check in every now and then. A call 
or text can make a difference. We are stronger together, and it is important that every veteran knows they are 
not in this alone. 

Commander’s Reflection: “Sometimes strength is having the courage to speak. Sometimes it is having the 
courage to listen. And sometimes it is simply making sure someone knows they do not stand alone.” 
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It is the end of January of 1991. Civil War breaks out in Somalia after the collapse of President Mohamed 
Siad Barre’s regime. The government had always had to deal with insurgencies by clans in the region, but 
Barre’s targeted reprisals and his tendency to favor his own clan, led to a breaking point. With Barre gone, the 
power vacuum resulted in inter-clan fighting as key warlords fought to fill the void, including Mohamed Farrah 
Aidid. Aidid and his rival, Ali Mahdi Muhammed, divided the city of Mogadishu into north and south zones. 
Artillery and sniper fire kept the rivals at bay, but the civilians and members of clans associated with Barre 
were preyed upon by both Aidid’s and Muhammed’s forces. 

While clan militias vied for control throughout 1991, infrastructure in southern Somalia was destroyed, 
agriculture came to a screeching halt, and drought conditions further worsened crop production. It also didn’t 
help that foodstuffs, what little was available, were blockaded by the warlords. Factions such as Aidid’s and 
Muhammed’s imposed checkpoints for trade routes and looted the supplies that were meant for starving 
civilians. Roughly 300,000 Somalis died from starvation from November 1991 to December 1992. 

International humanitarian efforts failed at this time and prompted the launch of Operation Provide Relief 
(OPR). This too failed. It was evident that unarmed aid to Somalia was fruitless. OPR was able to achieve port 
access and temporary truces with the factions, but, ultimately, the theft of aid continued. OPR was succeeded 
by Operation Restore Hope (ORH), a U.S.-led, U.N.-sanctioned coalition military force, in December 1992. 
Although this was initially humanitarian aid, it soon became a state-building operation and challenged Aidid’s 
authority. Aidid’s forces ambushed a Pakistani convoy, killing 24 and wounding 57 soldiers. This prompted 
President Clinton’s deployment of Task Force Ranger. These events would lead to the Battle of Mogadishu 
(Black Hawk Down) on October 3-4, 1993. 

Commander Boyer opened the meeting at 1900 according to ritual.  

Membership: Three new members proposed and approved.  

Quartermaster: August one of the best Canteen months we’ve ever had thanks to several events. Strong Hall rentals as 
well. Only unexpected expense was bar coolers, but we still have the coldest beer in town as attested by several 
knowledgeable patrons. In September we expect some larger expenses, but those will be part of the October report.  

Service Officer: VA website how has a one-stop shop to request any records you might need. Dennis tested the site and 
it works well.  

Americanism: Memorial Day Parade planning is in hand. Several bureaucratic hoops have been hopped.  

Honor Guard: Seven Services in the past month: 5 Army, 1 Navy, 1 Air Force. 

Color Guard: Several upcoming events including golf outings, Last Fling, September 11th Ceremonies, Crosstown Classic.  

Hines Hospital: Nineteen people attended, 2 VFW, 3 Auxiliary, and the rest were NCHS students. Overall a great time. 
Would be beneficial to have more Post involvement. We are looking for a new leader of this effort for next year.  

Trustees: Books in good order. Requested $820 in donation for three organizations. Motioned and approved.  

Commander Boyer closed the meeting at 1932 according to ritual. Next meeting Thursday, October 8th, 1900 hrs.  

 

Senior Vice Commander  

 Josh Warner 
 

Business of the Post 

Post Meeting September 10, 2026 Highlights 
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COMRADE SPOTLIGHT 

Comrades, let me introduce our current Third Year Trustee and prior VFW Post, District Commander, and 
State Commander, Brett Nila. Brett was born and raised in Aurora and his family connection to Illinois dates 
back to the mid-1800s. His father’s family migrated from Mexico to work for the Burlington railroad. His 
family’s historic footprint is memorialized by the honorary “Nila Avenue” in Aurora thanks to its role in 
convincing the railroad to establish the nearby “El Campo” community for workers and their families.  

Building his own legacy, in 1979 Brett commissioned through the Army ROTC program at Loyola University 
Chicago and served a total of 30 years across Army active duty, Guard, and Reserve. As a military Logistician 
specializing in Transportation, he proudly recalls his participation in early field tests of the M-1 tank and the 
Position Location Reporting System, a navigation system he describes as “the 
land-based precursor to GPS.” 

In 2000, Brett deployed to Kosovo as the Commander of the 44th Support 
Center (Guard) and Chief of Staff for the base, where he served as the Acting 
Base Commander for several weeks. Then, in 2007, he deployed to Kuwait as 
Commander of the 640th Sustainment Brigade, where he led 3,300 service 
members managing more than 900 vehicles throughout Iraq daily, culminating 
in their busiest day with 62 active convoys. 

Brett is proudest of “Bringing my units, from both deployments, back home 
fully intact.” Understood, as he is married to a 12-year Army veteran and he is a 
descendent of veterans of the Revolutionary War, the War of 1812, the Civil 
War, the Spanish American War and WWII. His father (Navy veteran) and both 
uncles served in WWII, during which the family made the ultimate sacrifice 
when his uncle Jesse was killed in action. 

When Brett retired, he joined the VFW to stay connected and engage in teamwork to benefit both 
veterans and the community in general, but he can be found enjoying the many social activities as well. 
Contemporaneously serving as Co-Chairman of the State Convention Committee and the President of the 
Veterans Foundation of Illinois, Brett spoke of his vision for the VFW: 

“I want to help members advance [and] understand that by serving this organization they can also be 
improving themselves, broadening their own knowledge and developing their organizational and 
leadership skills. Much of that is based upon helping those in leadership roles to succeed. I’m more than 
willing to share knowledge … present classes … [and] codify practices and processes into SOPs so that my 
successors have a foundation on which to start and then build.” 

Brett, we thank you and your family for such outstanding service to our country and your ongoing 
commitment to your military comrades! 

 

 

Junior Vice Commander  

 Laela Sharrieff 

 

Click on the title to navigate to the Podcast 

https://vfw.org/media-and-events/vfw-podcast
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Instead of writing an article no one bothers to read, I thought I would share some general information 
some of you might be able to use in the future. You might want to think about storing these away for future 
reference. 

VA Home Page VA.gov 

Benefits and Services Overview
 www.choose.va.gov  

Burial and Memorial Benefits
 www.cem.va.gov  

Dental Care 
 www.va.gov/dental/  

Disability Claims and Appeals 
 www.va.gov/claim-or-appeal-
status/  

Geriatrics and Extended Care 
 www.va.gov/geriatrics  

Health Care Eligibility 
 www.va.gov/health-care/  

Homeless Veterans 
 www.va.gov/homeless  

Home Loan Guaranty
 www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans  

Life Insurance 
 www.benefits.va.gov/insurance  

Memorial Certificate Program 
 www.cem.va.gov/pmc  

Mental Health 
 www.mentalhealth.va.gov  

PACT Act 
 www.VA.gov/PACT  

Post 9/11 Veterans 
 www.va.gov/post911veterans  

Service Records 
 www.archives.gov/personnel-
records-center/military-personnel  

State Departments of Veterans 
Affairs  www.va.gov/statedva.htm 

Welcome Kit 
 www.va.gov/welcome-kit/  

Women Veterans
 www.womenshealth.va.gov  

VA Forms 
 www.va.gov/vaforms  

VA Vet Centers 
 www.vetcenter.va.gov  

Veterans Crisis Line 
 www.veteranscrisisline.net  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Benefits Advisor Email Blast Distribution List 

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details 

from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you 

would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com. 
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Benefits Advisor Updates 

 Dennis Lukavsky 
 

Posters for Upcoming Events 
Click on the image to go to the TicketSource page 
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VFW National Home Trustee Elections 

I’m thrilled to announce that Department of Illinois Candidate Kyna Simpson was elected a VFW National 
Home Trustee for District 8, representing Illinois, Indiana, Missouri, and Kentucky. Thank you to all who voted 
in support of Kyna! She will officially begin her term on October 24th at the VFW National Home Annual 
Meeting. 

 

A Great Day at the National Home, September 19th  

Our Post and Auxiliary presented checks of $26235 and $1150, 
respectively. Our thanks to all who have given such great support to the 
National Home. 

Special thanks to Jennifer Slown, to her team and to our wonderful 
and generous Judd-A-Thon sponsors and participants. This sure was a 
lucky thirteenth event. 

 

Please do check out the National Home's website! Lots of good things happening at the National Home! 

Don’t forget the National Home's Helpline 1 800-313-4200. Could this help someone you know? 

 

   

  

 

National Home Chairman 

 Mike McGrath 

Judd-A-Thon 2026 Photos 
Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. See the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

 

July 4 Salute Ruck March 2026 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. See the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

https://vfwnationalhome.org/
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/VFW-Events/Judd-A-Thon-2026
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Naperville-Responds-For-Veterans/The-Salute/Salute-2026/Salute-2026-Ruck-March
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On August 37, Julie and I were guests at the Presidents Club Recognition Dinner at North Central College 
here in Naperville. For the last 2 years, the Auxiliary has supported the Veteran Club with donations that are 
used to support financial needs of the student Vets that the government doesn’t cover toward their education 
or emergency needs. We are pleased to be able to give to this worthy group. 

The Auxiliary was happy to again be a sponsor for the Judd-a-Thon. Our sponsorship helps to support the 
two Illinois homes. Your Auxiliary sisters and brothers worked the shirt distribution on Friday evening and 
Sunday morning. Thanks to the efforts of Trish for coordinating the team, which included Berni, Brenda, 
Dennis, Maryann, and Maureen, that was ready with your shirts and swag bags. Berni, Roger, and Marti 
facilitated purchase of tickets for the baskets donated by Bertha and other community friends and for the 
lottery board constructed by Kathy The total effort netted $ 1,150, which Marcie presented to the National 
Home on Illinois Day. Thank you to everyone who supported this fundraising effort! 

We have participated in a number of other events. Arista residents played bingo with Kathy, Lucy, Maryann 
and Sharon on September 14th. As always, everyone enjoyed cookie treats after the games. Special thanks to 
Lucy for heading this committee. Julie and DAR presenters Ren and Bonnie for visited our September meeting, 
which happened on Constitution Day, to talk about the Constitution. Attendees received bookmarks and 
copies of the Constitution. Our visits to Hines started again last month, we hope to see you on a future bus! 

Upcoming events include sponsoring a booze basket with your favorite libations at the Car Show on 
October 17 and our next meeting will be October 15 with a visit from the District President, Cathy Cumbee.  

This year was the 25th Anniversary of the horrendous 9/11 attack on our country. The objective of our 
Remembrance Service was for each of us to remember what happened that day and to reflect on all of the 
innocent men and women who lost their lives. This year, as in the past, we were there to especially Remember 
and Honor our First Responders: Firemen; Police; Service Personnel and civilians lost that day and the many 
lost in the wars that followed. 

Marty Walker, Retired Fireman, did a truly outstanding job again as our M.C. for this Service. Our Naperville 
Municipal Band provided musical entertainment. As a special addition to Echo Taps, 12 white pigeons were 
released in memory of all lost on 9/11. In addition, special recognition and thanks to the Shanower Family, 
along with several other local Gold Star Families; Naperville Responds for Veterans; Mayor Scott Wehrli and 
the City of Naperville; Combined American Legion and VFW Post Color Guard and Honor Guard; Naperville 
Police and Fire Department including Retired members. 

Special speakers for the Service were Fire Chief Mark Puknaitis, Police Chief Jason Arres along with our 
guest speaker, Marine Charles “Lynn” Louder who shared his personal thoughts about what 9/11 truly meant 
to him and why we need to, and will, continue our Naperville Remembrance Service. 

In addition, we had a great turnout of Scouts to hand our Programs and Flags to between 500-600 
attendees, and they stood in honor of our Fallen on 9/11 by the Memorial Wall. In closing, let’s think about 
what all Americans lost that fateful day and what they had to deal with because of the September 11th 2001 
attacks. They didn’t have time to think about sitting down or feeling a little off. When the attacks came, they 
could only focus on survival. Not all survived, but I am sure those that did, are proud to be Americans as their 
lives had changed forever. 

Naperville 9/11/2026 Remembrance Service 

 Submitted by Wayne Fischer 

Auxiliary President  

 Maryann Groner  
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Canteen Hours 
  Open  Close 
Mon—Thur 3:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 
Friday  Noon  Midnight 
Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 
Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 
 
The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early due 
to low patronage. The bartender will give a last call and 
close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
  

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

  

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  
 

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early due 

to low patronage. The bartender will give a last call and 

close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

  

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 

 the Bartenders.  

  

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

  

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
  

Website:   https://www.napervfw3873.org/ 
  

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

  

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send articles 
and photos to the email address below. Photos MUST 
include location, date, event, names. All submissions 
may be edited for length and content as needed.  
  
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the 
information, products, or services contained therein. 
 
Kendall-Gram Email: kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 
 

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 

encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send articles 

and photos to the email address below. Photos MUST 

include location, date, event, names. All submissions 

may be edited for length and content as needed.  

  

Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 

convenience and information only and are consistent 

with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 

appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 

endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the 

information, products, or services contained therein. 

Hines Hospital Visits 
Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 
Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 
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Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Sr. Vice Commander Josh Warner 

Jr. Vice Commander Laela Sharrief 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Adjutant   Jason Sharpton   

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

2-Year Trustee  Jan Schrader   

3-Year Trustee  Brett Nila  (630) 988-9453 
  

Committees 

Americanism  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building   Mike Rechenmacher (630) 244-3747 

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Laela Sharrieff   

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Matt Schiffer 

Membership  Michael Kidd   

Legislative  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
  

Auxiliary Officers 

President  Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138  

Sr. Vice President  Bernadette Budny  (630) 717-9471  

Jr. Vice President  Debbie Smith   

Secretary  Nancy Marinello  (630) 420-1717  

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506  

Chaplain   Geri Tice   (630) 201-4852  

Guard   Kathy Lukavsky  (630) 363-9589 

Conductor  Anita Danza  (630) 301-8583 

3 yr Trustee  Julie Cunningham   

2 yr Trustee  Amy Ownby   

1 yr Trustee  Bob Pavelchik  (630) 416-0926 

 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

https://www.napervfw3873.org/
https://www.napervfw3873.org/
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August 2026 

Sat 10/03: Monarch Landing Visit, 10:00am; Blood Drive 

Mon 10/05: Auxiliary Bingo, Arista Healthcare, 2:00pm 

Tues 10/06: Hines Outreach, 10:00am-2:00pm, Post; Veteran 
Business Connection After Hours, 6:00pm, Canteen 

Wed 10/07: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Thurs 10/08: VFW Post Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Sat 10/10: Brookdale Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am 

Sun 10/11: Members Family Breakfast, 9:00am-12:00pm, Post 

Wed 10/14: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Thurs 10/15: Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Sat 10/17: Tabor Hills Visit, 10:00am; Car Show 

Sun 10/18: Lotus Vibrations 

Mon 10/19: Veteran Business Connection Meeting, 8:00am, Rosie's 2155 City Gate Lane Naperville 

Wed 10/21: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Sat 10/24: Story Point Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am 

Wed 10/28: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Fri 10/30: Halloween Party, Canteen 

Sat 10/31: Independence Village Visit, 10:00am; Teacher of the Year, Voice of Democracy, Patriot’s Pen 
submission deadline 

Upcoming Events 
11/1 Member and Family Breakfast 

11/7 USMC Birthday Ball 

11/11 Veterans Day Dinner 

11/20 Costume Party, Toys for Tots 

11/28 Decorate the Post 

11/29 Lotus Vibrations 

12/6 Family Breakfast 

12/12 Navy/Army Game 

 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook. 

Look for highlight buttons for what we 

have been doing and what is upcoming 

labeled by the month.  On Facebook we 

pin upcoming events for easy access. You 

can also find past KendallGram links on all 

of our social media channels as well. ALL 

upcoming events are also on this Ticket 

Source link!  
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VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
  

 

Attention 

Change in Canteen Hours 

Effective Tuesday, September 8, 2026: 

Monday-Thursday 3 pm – 10:00pm. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday hours remain 

unchanged.  

https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
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