
 

September is here, and as I look back over the past several weeks and ahead to everything coming up, I 
continue to be reminded of just how much happens when we simply show up. 

National Convention in Reno was an incredible experience. One of my favorite moments was the Patriotic 
Parade, where our Illinois delegation dressed up, came together, and proudly represented our state. Beyond 
the fun and camaraderie, Convention is where the business of our organization happens and where we help 
shape its future. We welcomed our new National leadership and returned home ready to support our new 
Illinois State Commander, Rob Bailey, and State Auxiliary President, Danielle Krull. Congratulations to both as 
they lead us into another year of service. 

I was also proud to see Illinois help move forward an important resolution addressing reproductive 
healthcare for women veterans. The resolution passed at our Illinois State Convention and was ultimately 
approved by the delegates at National Convention. This is exactly how our grassroots process is supposed to 
work: identifying an issue affecting veterans, bringing it forward, and collectively using our voice to advocate 
for change. 

Here at home, a huge thank you goes to our Freedom Tailgate Committee and everyone who helped make 
the event such a success. These events do not happen without many hands working behind the scenes, and 
your efforts are greatly appreciated. 

I also recently had the honor of being part of a Quilts of Valor presentation to two WWII veterans at 
Independence Village. Moments like these remind us why preserving veterans' stories, recognizing their 
service, and remaining connected to veterans of every generation matters. 

There is plenty ahead! Please support our Golf Outing on September 8 and Judd-A-Thon on September 13. 
Illinois Day at the VFW National Home is September 19, another wonderful opportunity to support the VFW 
National Home and its mission. Our Voice of Democracy and Patriot’s Pen programs are also underway. These 
programs give young people an opportunity to think about patriotism, citizenship, and service while 
connecting the next generation with the VFW. 

Speaking of the next generation, we are excited about the Pollinator Garden being developed at our Post, 
spearheaded by longtime Life Member, Vietnam Army veteran, and Certified Master Gardener Ron Ory. The 
Waubonsie Valley High School Veterans Club has adopted the garden, making this another meaningful 
opportunity to bring veterans, students, and our community together. 

Finally, please continue making Buddy Checks. A phone call, text, cup of coffee, or simple “How are you 
doing?” can matter more than we realize. Taking care of veterans includes taking care of each other. 

Commander’s Reflection: “We honor those who came before us by showing up for those beside us and 
creating something worth carrying forward.”  
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Just five months after his inauguration, in June 1969,, President Richard M. Nixon announced his 
administration’s Vietnamization policy. Nixon wanted to gradually withdraw American troops from Vietnam 
and hand over the responsibility of South Vietnam’s defense to the Army of the Republic of Vietnam. 
Obviously, the President’s approach was due to public opposition and increased anti-war protests. Nixon had 
to find a way to reduce American casualties, while at the same time giving the South Vietnamese time for 
peace negotiations in Paris. American troops numbered approximately 543,400 at their peak in April 1969 and 
would draw down to 334,600 by December of 1970. 

On September 5, 1970, combined U.S. and South Vietnamese forces executed Operation Jefferson Glenn 
due to the persistent threats from the People’s Army of Vietnam (or NVA as most folks reference) and the Viet 
Cong in the mountainous regions to the west of northern cities. These threats stemmed from U.S. and Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam (ARVN) incursion of Cambodia that disrupted enemy movement of supplies. 

Now the main objective was to take out the enemy forces’ supply chains and staging areas. The ARVN was 
tasked with patrolling areas vulnerable to attacks and supply routes for the enemy while the 101st Airborne 
coordinated search and clear missions in the rural areas of the Thua Thein and Quang Tri Provinces.  

Operation Jefferson Glenn was the last major ground operation involving U.S. troops in Vietnam ending 
October 8,1971. 

Commander Boyer opened the meeting at 1903 according to ritual.  

Adjutant. Reported no new members or applicants.  

Quartermaster. Reported $6K decrease in net assets month over month. Freedom Tailgate pledges are coming in. Good 
Canteen and Hall month; YMCA camp in particular is good for the hall. Overall, seeing lower bar revenue, which may 
reflect larger national trends. Exterior painting was largest non-ordinary expense; will see balance in next month’s 
report. Other than that, normal expenses.  

Service Officer. Hines Outreach was slow with only 7 visitors who came through. Upcoming DuPage County Veterans 
Resource Event. There will be lots of good info, but be wary of people who are just trying to sell you something.   

Membership. SOP is complete and keep an eye out for new updates.   

Blood drive. Oct 3 at the Post. Also, please report any donations by Post members elsewhere, since we can count them.  

Honor Guard. Five graveside services: 2 Navy, 2 Army, 1 Air Force. On additional event at Ogden Manor flag raising.  

Color Guard. Brightside Car Wash opening. Salute to Service Lisle. Flag Raising at Ogden Manor.  

Trustees. Requested total of $2000 to three organizations. Move and approved.   

Commander Boyer closed the meeting at 1932 according to ritual. Next meeting Thursday, September 10th, 1900 hrs.  

  

Senior Vice Commander  

 Josh Warner 
 

Business of the Post 

Post Meeting July 9, 2026 Highlights 
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Greetings to all! You may have noticed from my last article that we’ve kicked off something new(ish). We 

will publish a monthly Comrade Spotlight, highlighting one of our members for the good of the group. The goal 
is to cross all wars/operations/conflicts, and to give everyone a chance to get to know each other better. So 
watch out! I may be contacting you for a Q&A next…  

Comrades, let me introduce John Foley, a Gold Legacy Lifetime VFW Member, Korean service veteran, 
entrepreneur, and Managing Director of Triarii Advisors. 

John is a third-generation military officer from Houston, Texas, who served five years on active duty in the 
U.S. Army, with assignments in South Korea, Honduras, and Haiti. He led soldiers as a platoon leader, battalion 
operations and training officer, and aviation signal officer. He was promoted to Captain after only 40 months 
of service 

John is proudest of deploying Blue Force Tracking across the 228th Aviation Regiment, building Central 
America’s first high-frequency network for beyond-line-of-sight communications, and supporting Special 
Operations in Latin America through his S-6 communications role. 

Following his military service, John moved back to Texas and later to Chicago, where he met his wife in 
2012. In 2022, they decided to build a home and relocated to Naperville 14 months later to support their son’s 
education. John co-founded Triarii Advisors in 2015 and serves as Managing Director, building the company 
into a privately held advisory and distribution firm for renewable and refined petroleum products and 
transportation-related supply-chain solutions. 

John holds an MBA, cum laude, from the University of Notre Dame and a bachelor’s degree from Tulane 
University. A certified sommelier and avid wine collector, he joined the VFW to reconnect with the 
camaraderie of military service and appreciates how well the post is integrated into the Naperville community. 

Asked about his legacy, John reflected that he has fulfilled his principal goals: building a family, pursuing 
entrepreneurship, and creating a successful business from the ground up. John, thank you for your service to 
our country and for your continued commitment to your military comrades. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Junior Vice Commander  

 Laela Sharrieff 

Posters for Upcoming Events 
Click on the image to go to the TicketSource page 

 

Posters for Upcoming Events 

Click on the image to go to the TicketSource page 

https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873
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A VA Post Card Scam 

A new mail scam is targeting Veterans with official‑looking postcards that promote a fake “Veterans Savings 
Program.” The postcards advertise that Veterans and their spouses may qualify for up to $185 a month in 
additional Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) benefits – including CHAMPVA, TRICARE, and dental coverage 
– regardless of their VA disability rating. 

Scammers are implying association with the VA and pressuring recipients to call the listed number within 
five days of receipt. They are using flattery and praise to trick Veterans and beneficiaries into disclosing 
personal identifying information, including Social Security numbers and dates of birth. 

VA is urging Veterans to protect themselves by applying the following guidelines: 

• Never share personal or financial information with unverified contacts.  

• Don’t act on urgent requests from people you don't know. Legitimate VA communications will not 
pressure you to provide an immediate response or call you, unsolicited, for sensitive information.  

• If you receive a suspicious postcard, email, text, or call, ignore them, and do NOT call the number 
provided or click on any links.  

• Always verify the sender's identity, and when in doubt, contact VA directly at 1-800-MyVA411 (698-
2411).  

 

Links below to key VA Programs and Information 

  

VA organizations 

Veterans Health Administration 

Veterans Benefits Administration 

National Cemetery Administration 

VA Leadership 

Public Affairs 

Congressional Affairs 

All VA offices and organizations 

  

Innovation at VA 

Health research 

Public health 

VA open data 

Veterans analysis and statistics 

Appeals modernization 

VA Innovation Center 

Recovery Act 

Learn about VA 

About VA 

History of VA 

VA plans, budget, finances, and 

performance 

National cemetery history program 

Veterans legacy program 

Volunteer or donate 

  

Benefits Advisor Email Blast Distribution List 

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details 

from the State and National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you 

would like to receive the Blasts, please send an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com. 

 

Benefits Advisor Email Blast Distribution List 

Our Service Officer sends out several emails per month with updates on events at the Post, important details from the State and 

National VFW offices, and other information of interest to members of the Post. If you would like to receive the Blasts, please send 

an email to dlukavsky@yahoo.com. 

Benefits Advisor Updates 

 Dennis Lukavsky 
 

https://www.va.gov/health
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/
https://www.cem.va.gov/
https://department.va.gov/biographies/?_bio_position=assistant-secretary%2Cchairman%2Cdeputy-secretary%2Cgeneral-counsel%2Cinspector-general%2Cprincipal-executive-director%2Csecretary%2Cunder-secretary%2Cva-chief-of-staff/%3Fredirect%3D1%2Cva-chief-of-staff
https://department.va.gov/administrations-and-offices/public-and-intergovernmental-affairs/
https://www.va.gov/oca/index.asp
https://department.va.gov/about/
https://www.research.va.gov/
https://www.publichealth.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/data/
https://www.va.gov/VETDATA/index.asp
https://www.benefits.va.gov/benefits/appeals.asp
https://www.innovation.va.gov/
https://www.va.gov/recovery/
https://department.va.gov/about/
https://department.va.gov/history/
https://department.va.gov/about/va-plans-budget-finances-and-performance/
https://department.va.gov/about/va-plans-budget-finances-and-performance/
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/history/index.asp
https://www.cem.va.gov/cem/legacy/index.asp
https://www.volunteer.va.gov/index.asp
mailto:dlukavsky@yahoo.com
mailto:dlukavsky@yahoo.com
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VFW National Home Trustee Elections 

If you are a National Home Life Member, you should have received an email. If you are National Home 
Life Member (note, this is different from being a VFW Life Member), and don’t receive your ballot soon, you 
may want to reach out to the National Home Chief of Staff, Lynn Bloomer at (800) 424-8360.  

Remember, our Illinois candidate is Kyna Simpson. 

 

September is here and so is the Judd A Thon! 

The Judd A Thon, our Post’s largest single fund raiser for the National Home, is coming up on September 
13th. Please register to run and encourage sponsors if you know any who might contribute.  

 

Illinois Day at the National Home 

Illinois Day 2026 at the National Home will be on September 19th. Please keep an eye out for Dennis’s 
Blasts or contact me for more details.  

 

Please do check out the National Home's website! Lots of good things happening at the National Home! 

Don’t forget the National Home's Helpline 1 800-313-4200. Could this help someone you know? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

National Home Chairman 

 Mike McGrath 

Have You Heard About the VFW’s Partners in Patriotism? – Would you like to support the VFW’s life-changing programs for 

veterans, service members and their families without receiving all of the unwanted mail? The VFW has developed an option that 

lets you support VFW programs on a regular basis, as well as reduce expenses and eliminate National’s mailed solicitations for 

donations. It is called Partners in Patriotism. As a member of Partners in Patriotism, you choose a set dollar amount for your 

donation (minimum amount of $10) that is either charged to your credit card or set up as an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from 

your bank account.  

 

Have You Heard About the VFW’s Partners in Patriotism? – Would you like to support the VFW’s life-changing programs for 

veterans, service members and their families without receiving all of the unwanted mail? The VFW has developed an option that 

lets you support VFW programs on a regular basis, as well as reduce expenses and eliminate National’s mailed solicitations for 

donations. It is called Partners in Patriotism. As a member of Partners in Patriotism, you choose a set dollar amount for your 

donation (minimum amount of $10) that is either charged to your credit card or set up as an Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) from 

your bank account.  

Taps 
 
Greg Baker, 81. Army, Vietnam 
 
Contact the Quartermaster for mailing address if you wish to send a sympathy card. 

https://www.ticketsource.com/naperville-vfw-3873/13th-annual-judd-a-thon/e-ergrko
https://vfwnationalhome.org/
https://heroes.vfw.org/page/23488/donate/1
https://heroes.vfw.org/page/23488/donate/1
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This year is the 25th Anniversary of this horrendous “9/11” attack on our country. The objective of our 
Remembrance Service is for each of us to remember what happened that day and to remember all of the 
innocent men and woman who lost their lives. We will be there to especially remember and honor the First 
Responders – Firemen, Police, Service Personnel, and civilians – who were lost that day and in the wars that 
followed. 

Our guest speaker for the day will be Marine Charles “Lynn” Louder who will share his personnel thoughts 
on what the 9/11 attack meant to him and why we need to, and will, continue our Naperville Remembrance 
Service. 

Our Remembrance Service will be held at the Commander Dan Shanower Memorial, on the river side of 
City Hall, on Friday, September 11th starting at 5pm. Feel free to bring a chair as the Program is planned to last 
around an hour. In the event of bad weather, we will hold the Service in the lower level of City Hall. 

Yes, it may be a warm day, but let’s think about what all our Americans lost this day had to deal with 
because of the September 11, 2001 attacks. They didn’t have time to think about sitting down or feeling a little 
off. When the attacks came, they could only focus on survival. Not all survived, but I am sure those that did, 
are proud to be Americans as their lives had changed forever.  

Hopefully you will remember what I shared in our newsletter last year regarding my friend and fellow 
Marine Chopper Pilot, Billy Ruth. I flew my 1st 2 chopper flights in Vietnam as his co-pilot. After he initially 
crawled out from under the rubble at the Pentagon, he heard a cry for help and went back in the rubble. I 
cannot imagine that experience in any way. He paid the ultimate sacrifice and will be remembered for that as 
will all those Firemen; Police; Service Personnel and ALL others lost.  

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Honor Flight 8/26/2026 
Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. See the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

 

July 4 Salute Ruck March 2026 

Photos courtesy of Jim Hoch. See the full gallery on his SmugMug page.  

Naperville 9/11/2026 Remembrance Service 

 Submitted by Wayne Fischer 

https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Honor-Flight/Honor-Flight-2026-08-26
https://jameshochphotography.smugmug.com/Military/Naperville-Responds-For-Veterans/The-Salute/Salute-2026/Salute-2026-Ruck-March
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Canteen Hours 
  Open  Close 
Mon—Thur 3:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 
Friday  Noon  Midnight 
Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 
Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 
 
The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early due 
to low patronage. The bartender will give a last call and 
close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 
  

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 
 the Bartenders.  

  

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  
 

Canteen Hours 

  Open  Close 

Mon—Thur 1:00 p.m. 10:00 pm 

Friday  Noon  Midnight 

Saturday Noon  10:00 pm 

Sunday  Noon  6:00 pm 

 

The bartender may elect to close the Canteen early due 

to low patronage. The bartender will give a last call and 

close the Canteen 15 minutes later. 

  

NO ONE is allowed behind the bar except 

 the Bartenders.  

  

THE BARTENDER IS BOSS  

Post Information 

Mailing Address: Judd Kendall VFW Post 3873 

  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

  

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 
  

Website:   https://www.napervfw3873.org/ 
  

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

  

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of 
each month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the 
Post. 
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  908 W. Jackson 

  Naperville, IL 60540 

  

Phone Number: (630) 420-9820 

  

Website:   https://www.napervfw3873.org/ 

  

Facebook:  Naperville VFW Judd Kendall 3873 

  

Meetings are held on the second Thursday of each 

month at 7:00 pm in the upstairs hall of the Post. 

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 
encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send articles 
and photos to the email address below. Photos MUST 
include location, date, event, names. All submissions 
may be edited for length and content as needed.  
  
Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 
convenience and information only and are consistent 
with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 
appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 
endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the 
information, products, or services contained therein. 
 
Kendall-Gram Email: kendallgramvfw3873@gmail.com 
 

Kendall-Gram Submission Policy: Post members are 

encouraged to submit articles and photos. Send articles 

and photos to the email address below. Photos MUST 

include location, date, event, names. All submissions 

may be edited for length and content as needed.  

  

Kendall-Gram Link Policy: Live links are provided for 

convenience and information only and are consistent 

with the mission of the Post and VFW. However, the 

appearance of external hyperlinks does not constitute 

endorsement by the Post or the VFW of the 

information, products, or services contained therein. 

Hines Hospital Visits 
Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 
Tuesday of each month from September through 
June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 
required for all participants when they enter. The bus 
will leave from the Post promptly at 6:30PM and we 
should return before 9PM. 
Questions: John Shaw, theshawsjb@aol.com 
 

Hines Hospital Visits 

Hines Hospital visits will take place on the second 

Tuesday of each month from September through 

June.  Due to Hospital requirements face masks will be 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Sr. Vice Commander Josh Warner 

Jr. Vice Commander Laela Sharrief 

Quartermaster  Phil Maughan  (630) 383-1974 

Ass’t Quartermaster John Shaw  (630) 253-3318 

Adjutant   Jason Sharpton   

Judge Advocate  Dom Guerrieri  (630) 207-3100 

Surgeon   Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Service Officer  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Officer of the Day  Lou Kueltzo  (630) 898-8760 

Guard   Roger Budny  (630) 205-8745 

Chaplain   Bob Grember  (630) 960-1998  

1-Year Trustee  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

2-Year Trustee  Jan Schrader   

3-Year Trustee  Brett Nila  (630) 988-9453 
  

Committees 

Americanism  Leo Jaime  (773) 441-3887 

Blood Drive  Ingrid Kanady  (847) 951-3300 

Buddy Poppy  Bob Colby  (630) 301-2664 

Building   Mike Rechenmacher (630) 244-3747 

Color Guard  Dennis Regan  (630) 361-4644 

Communications  Dennis Lukavsky  (630) 272-9064 

Eighth Grade Awards Laela Sharrieff   

Grounds   Phil Maughan  (630) 357-3440 

Honor Guard  Jim Oftedal  (630) 357-4030 

Hospital   John Shaw  (630) 253-3318  

House   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

House   Bob Tallon  (630) 561-9902 

House   Matt Schiffer 

Membership  Michael Kidd   

Legislative  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

National Home  Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Patriot’s Pen  Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 

Safety   Mike McGrath  (630) 357-2680 

Social Media  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

Voice of Democracy Mark Overstreet  (773) 517-7346 
  

Auxiliary Officers 

President  Maryann Groner  (630) 363-8138  

Sr. Vice President  Bernadette Budny  (630) 717-9471  

Jr. Vice President  Debbie Smith   

Secretary  Nancy Marinello  (630) 420-1717  

Treasurer  Leo Hart   (630) 816-0506  

Chaplain   Geri Tice   (630) 201-4852  

Guard   Mary Ellen DiMatteo (630) 664-1612  

Conductor  Kathy Thornton  (630) 667-6740  

3 yr Trustee  Brenda Hasler   

2 yr Trustee  Julie Cunningham   

1 yr Trustee  Amy Ownby   

 

Judd Kendall Post 3873 Officers 

Commander  Staci Boyer  (773) 351-4646 

https://www.napervfw3873.org/
https://www.napervfw3873.org/
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August 2026 

Tues 09/01 Hines Outreach, 10:00am-2:00pm, Post; Veteran 
Business Connection After Hours, 6:00pm, Canteen 

Thurs 09/03 Legion Golf Outing (POC Nadia Baran) 

Sat 09/05: Monarch Landing Visit, 10:00am 

Sun 09/06: Members Family Breakfast, 9:00am-12:00pm, Post 

Mon 09/07: Auxiliary Bingo, Arista Healthcare, 2:00pm; Labor Day 
Parade (Color Guard) 

Tues 09/08: VFW Golf Outing (POC Pablo Araya) 

Wed 09/09: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Thurs 09/10: VFW Post Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Fri 09/11: Rememberance Ceremony, 5:00pm, Shanower Memorial; Crosstown Classic at North Central 
College, honoring VFW and Legion 

Sat 09/12: Brookdale Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am 

Sun 09/13: Members Family Breakfast, 9:00am-12:00pm, Post; Judd A Thon 2026 

Wed 09/16: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Thurs 09/17: Auxiliary Meeting, 7:00pm, VFW Post 

Sat 09/19: Tabor Hills Visit, 10:00am; Illinois Day at the National Home 

Mon 09/21: Veteran Business Connection Meeting, 8:00am, Rosie's 2155 City Gate Lane Naperville 

Wed 09/23: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Sat 09/26: Story Point Retirement Home Visit, 10:00am 

Sun 09/27: Lotus Vibrations 

Wed 09/30: Yoga for Vets, 9:30am, VFW Post 

Upcoming Events 
10/3 Blood Drive 

10/11 Member and Family Breakfast 

10/17 Car Show 

10/31 Teacher of the Year, Voice of 
Democracy, Patriot’s Pen submission 
deadline 

11/1 Member and Family Breakfast 

11/11 Veterans Day Dinner 

11/28 Decorate the Post 

 

Follow us on Instagram and Facebook. 

Look for highlight buttons for what we 

have been doing and what is upcoming 

labeled by the month.  On Facebook we 

pin upcoming events for easy access. You 

can also find past KendallGram links on all 

of our social media channels as well. ALL 

upcoming events are also on this Ticket 

Source link!  
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VFW Post 3873 

Upcoming Events 
  

 

Attention 

Change in Canteen Hours 

Effective Tuesday, September 8, 2026: 

Monday-Thursday 3 pm – 10:00pm. 

Friday, Saturday and Sunday hours remain unchanged.  

https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873
https://www.ticketsource.us/naperville-vfw-3873

